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“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things
as ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”—
Hebrews 13:5

If we can only grasp these words by faith, we have an all-conquering weapon in
our hand. What doubt will not be slain by this two-edged sword? What fear is
there which shall not fall smitten with a deadly wound before this arrow from the
bow of God'’s covenant?

Will not the distresses of life and the pangs of death; will not the corruptions
within, and the snares without; will not the trials from above, and the temptations
from beneath, all seem but light afflictions, when we can hide ourselves beneath
the bulwark of “He hath said”?

Yes; whether for delight in our quietude, or for strength in our conflict, “He hath
said” must be our daily resort. And this may teach us the extreme value of
searching the Scriptures. There may be a promise in the Word which would
exactly fit your case, but you may not know of it, and therefore you miss its
comfort.

You are like prisoners in a dungeon, and there may be one key in the bunch
which would unlock the door, and you might be free; but if you will not look for it,
you may remain a prisoner still, though liberty is so near at hand.

There may be a potent medicine in the great pharmacopoeia of Scripture, and
you may yet continue sick unless you will examine and search the Scriptures to
discover what “He hath said.”

Should you not, besides reading the Bible, store your memories richly with the
promises of God? You can recollect the sayings of great men; you treasure up
the verses of renowned poets; ought you not to be profound in your knowledge
of the words of God, so that you may be able to quote them readily when you
would solve a difficulty, or overthrow a doubt?

Since “He hath said” is the source of all wisdom, and the fountain of all comfort,
let it dwell in you richly, as “A well of water, springing up unto everlasting life.” So
shall you grow healthy, strong, and happy in the divine life.
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“And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said,
Understandest thou what thou readest?”— Acts 8:30

We should be abler teachers of others, and less liable to be carried about by
every wind of doctrine, if we sought to have a more intelligent understanding of
the Word of God.

As the Holy Ghost, the Author of the Scriptures is he who alone can enlighten us
rightly to understand them, we should constantly ask his teaching, and his
guidance into all truth.

When the prophet Daniel would interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, what did he
do? He set himself to earnest prayer that God would open up the vision.

The apostle John, in his vision at Patmos, saw a book sealed with seven seals
which none was found worthy to open, or so much as to look upon. The book
was afterwards opened by the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who had prevailed to
open it; but it is written first—"1 wept much.”

The tears of John, which were his liquid prayers, were, so far as he was
concerned, the sacred keys by which the folded book was opened.

Therefore, if, for your own and others’ profiting, you desire to be “filled with the
knowledge of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,” remember
that prayer is your best means of study: like Daniel, you shall understand the
dream, and the interpretation thereof, when you have sought unto God; and like
John you shall see the seven seals of precious truth unloosed, after you have
wept much.

Stones are not broken, except by an earnest use of the hammer; and the stone-
breaker must go down on his knees. Use the hammer of diligence, and let the
knee of prayer be exercised, and there is not a stony doctrine in revelation which
is useful for you to understand, which will not fly into shivers under the exercise
of prayer and faith.

You may force your way through anything with the leverage of prayer. Thoughts
and reasonings are like the steel wedges which give a hold upon truth; but
prayer is the lever, the prise which forces open the iron chest of sacred mystery,
that we may get the treasure hidden within.
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HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CARRIED AWAY FOR HIM?
She hath wrought a good work on Me. — Mark 14:6

If human love does not carry a man beyond himself, it is not love. If love is
always discreet, always wise, always sensible and calculating, never carried
beyond itself, it is not love at all. It may be affection, it may be warmth of feeling,
but it has not the true nature of love in it.

Have | ever been carried away to do something for God not because it was my
duty, nor because it was useful, nor because there was anything in it at all
beyond the fact that | love Him? Have | ever realized that | can bring to God
things which are of value to Him, or am | mooning round the magnitude of His
Redemption whilst there are any number of things | might be doing? Not Divine,
colossal things which could be recorded as marvellous, but ordinary, simple
human things which will give evidence to God that | am abandoned to Him?
Have | ever produced in the heart of the Lord Jesus what Mary of Bethany
produced?

There are times when it seems as if God watches to see if we will give Him the
abandoned tokens of how genuinely we do love Him. Abandon to God is of more
value than personal holiness. Personal holiness focuses the eye on our own
whiteness; we are greatly concerned about the way we walk and talk and look,
fearful lest we offend Him. Perfect love casts out all that when once we are
abandoned to God. We have to get rid of this notion — "Am | of any use?" and
make up our minds that we are not, and we may be near the truth. It is never a
question of being of use, but of being of value to God Himself. When we are
abandoned to God, He works through us all the time
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Blessing on Littleness
He will bless his loyal followers, both young and old. — Ps 115:13
This is a word of cheer to those who are of humble station and mean estate. Our
God has a very gracious consideration for those of small property, small talent,

small influence, small weight. God careth for the small things in creation and
even regards sparrows in their lighting upon the ground. Nothing is small to God,



for He makes use of insignificant agents for the accomplishment of His
purposes. Let the least among men seek of God a blessing upon his littleness,
and he shall find his contracted sphere to be a happy one.

Among those who fear the Lord there are little and great. Some are babes, and
others are giants. But these are all blessed. Little faith is blessed faith. Trembling
hope is blessed hope. Every grace of the Holy Spirit, even though it be only in
the bud, bears a blessing within it. Moreover, the Lord Jesus bought both the
small and the great with the same precious blood, and He has engaged to
preserve the lambs as well as the full-grown sheep. No mother overlooks her
child because it is little; nay, the smaller it is, the more tenderly does she nurse
it. If there be any preference with the Lord, He does not arrange them as “great
and small” but as “small and great.”
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Spiritual-Mindedness

For those who live according to the flesh have their outlook shaped by the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit have their outlook shaped
by the things of the Spirit. — Rom 8:5

Let worldly minds the world pursue,
It has no charms for me;

Once | admired its trifles too,

But grace has set me free.
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Wait With Patience

Wait patiently for the Lord! Wait confidently for him! Do not fret over the apparent
success of a sinner, a man who carries out wicked schemes!—Ps 37:7

Have you prayed and prayed and waited and waited, and still there is no
manifestation?

Are you tired of seeing nothing move? Are you just at the point of giving it all up?
Perhaps you have not waited in the right way? This would take you out of the
right place the place where He can meet you.



“With patience wait” (Rom. 8:25). Patience takes away worry. He said He would
come, and His promise is equal to His presence. Patience takes away your
weeping. Why feel sad and despondent? He knows your need better than you
do, and His purpose in waiting is to bring more glory out of it all. Patience takes
away self-works. The work He desires is that you “believe” (John 6:29), and
when you believe, you may then know that all is well. Patience takes away all
want. Your desire for the thing you wish is perhaps stronger than your desire for
the will of God to be fulfilled in its arrival.

Patience takes away all weakening. Instead of having the delaying time, a time
of letting go, know that God is getting a larger supply ready and must get you
ready too. Patience takes away all wobbling. “Make me stand upon my standing”
(Daniel 8:18, margin). God’s foundations are steady; and when His patience is
within, we are steady while we wait. Patience gives worship. A praiseful patience
sometimes “long-suffering with joyfulness” (Col. 1:11) is the best part of it all.
“Let (all these phases of) patience have her perfect work” (James 1:4), while you
wait, and you will find great enrichment. —C. H. P.

Hold steady when the fires burn,

When inner lessons come to learn,
And from this path there seems no turn
“Let patience have her perfect work.”
—L.S.P.
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Then your light will shine like the sunrise; your restoration will quickly arrive; your
godly behavior will go before you, and the Lord’s splendor will be your rear
guard. — Isa 58:8

Prune thou thy words, the thoughts control
That o’er thee swell and throng;

They will condense within thy soul,

And change to purpose strong.

— John H. Newman.

Think truly, and thy thoughts

Shall the world’s famine feed;
Speak truly, and each word of thine
Shall be a fruitful seed;

Live truly, and thy life shall be

A great and noble creed.

— Horatio Bonar.



We ought to love everybody and make everybody love us. Then everything else
is easy.
— Alice Freeman Palmer.

Prayer

Almighty God, look upon me with pity; so often | have obeyed the thoughts that
have been misleading and profitless. Make me more careful of what | think and
say, and may | learn from my mistakes the forbidden paths. Help me to keep my
mind in unity with thy will. Amen.
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Evening, February 21

Scripture: “Understandest thou what thou readest?”(Acts 8:30)

We should be abler teachers of others, and less liable to be carried about by
every wind of doctrine, if we sought to have a more intelligent understanding of
the Word of God. As the Holy Ghost, the Author of the Scriptures is he who
alone can enlighten us rightly to understand them, we should constantly ask his
teaching, and his guidance into all truth. When the prophet Daniel would
interpret Nebuchadnezzar's dream, what did he do? He set himself to earnest
prayer that God would open up the vision. The apostle John, in his vision at
Patmos, saw a book sealed with seven seals which none was found worthy to
open, or so much as to look upon. The book was afterwards opened by the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, who had prevailed to open it; but it is written first—"| wept
much.” The tears of John, which were his liquid prayers, were, so far as he was
concerned, the sacred keys by which the folded book was opened. Therefore, if,
for your own and others’ profiting, you desire to be “filled with the knowledge of
God's will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,” remember that prayer is
your best means of study: like Daniel, you shall understand the dream, and the
interpretation thereof, when you have sought unto God; and like John you shall
see the seven seals of precious truth unloosed, after you have wept much.
Stones are not broken, except by an earnest use of the hammer; and the stone-
breaker must go down on his knees. Use the hammer of diligence, and let the
knee of prayer be exercised, and there is not a stony doctrine in revelation which
is useful for you to understand, which will not fly into shivers under the exercise
of prayer and faith. You may force your way through anything with the leverage
of prayer. Thoughts and reasonings are like the steel wedges which give a hold
upon truth; but prayer is the lever, the prise which forces open the iron chest of
sacred mystery, that we may get the treasure hidden within.
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